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Report Highlights: 

Delayed monsoon, high surface temperatures and low reservoir levels indicate a less than favorable 

situation for the Kharif crop (harvested April to October). The forecast of an above normal monsoon 

and its rapid progression across India is expected to support and improve the pace of planting. The 

Government of India announced the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for the 2016/17 Kharif season with 

additional bonuses for pulses and oilseeds. 
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General Information: 

 

Monsoon 2016 – Delayed a week but above normal rains ahead 

The southwest monsoon onset was June 8 - almost a week later than normal. The cumulative rainfall 

ending June 21, 2016 was 21 percent below normal. By region, the cumulative rainfall in Northwest 

India was 8 percent below normal. The cumulative rainfall in East and Northeast India was 29 percent 

below normal.  The cumulative rainfall in central India was 37 percent below normal while rainfall in 

the southern Indian peninsula was 13 percent above normal. 
 

The forecast for an above normal monsoon and its rapid progression across India is expected to support 

and improve the pace of planting. Planting has been slow as farmers in most areas were advised not to 

sow unless there was sufficient soil moisture. Heavy rainfall is expected in the central and western 

regions of India over the next two weeks as the monsoon progresses. 

 

IMD forecast for monsoon remains above normal 

On June 2, 2016, the India Meteorological Department (IMD), Ministry of Earth Sciences issued an 

update to its long-range forecast for the southwest monsoon. As per the IMD forecast, the monsoon 

season rainfall for the country as a whole is likely to be 106 percent (above normal) of the long-period 

average (LPA). The rainfall over the country as a whole is likely to be 107 percent of its LPA during 

July, and 104 percent of LPA during August. 
 

Table 1: India. IMD’s actual and forecast onset date of 

Southwest monsoon in last 5 years. 

Year Actual Onset Date Forecast Onset Date 

2011 29
th

 May 31
st
 May 

2012 5
th

 June 1
st
 June 

2013 1
st
 June 3

rd
 June 

2014 6
th

 June 5
th

 June 

2015 5
th

 June 30
th

 May 

Source: Indian Meteorological Department 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MSP Announcement 2016-17 Favors Pulse and Oil Crops 

On June 1, 2016, the Government of India announced the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) and bonus for 

Kharif crops for the MY 2016/17 season. To promote planting, bonuses were announced by Government 

of India for pulses and oilseeds. The MSP and bonus for pulses resulted in an average increase of 8 

percent while the MSP and bonus for oilseeds resulted in an increase of 5 percent. The MSP increase for 

cotton was 1 percent. (See MSP table below). 
 

 



Table 2: India. Kharif 2016 Sown Area (in million hectares) 

Crop 
Area sown in 2016-17  

as on June 17, 2016 
Area sown in 2015-16  

as on June 17, 2015 

Rice 0.917 1.019 

Pulses 0.332 0.453 

Coarse Cereals 0.601 0.719 

Oilseeds 0.188 0.292 

Sugarcane 4.438 4.158 

Jute & Mesta 0.721 0.756 

Cotton 1.225 1.966 

Total 8.421 9.363 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India 

 

Table 3: India. Storage Status at 91 Major Reservoirs as on June 16, 2016 

Region wise Live Storage of water as Percentage of Full Reservoir Level 

Region 2016 2015 10 years Average 

Northern Region 23 42 29 

Eastern Region 17 28 16 

Western Region 11 20 21 

Central Region 20 30 14 

Southern Region 9 22 19 

All India 15 57 80 

Source: Ministry of Water Resources, Government of India 

 

According to the Government of India, states having better storage than last year for corresponding  

period are Rajasthan, West Bengal, Tripura, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala.  

For more details refer – Press Release No. 146275. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=146275


 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Sowing and Harvesting Operations normally in 

progress during the month of June 

 
 



 
 

 


